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Halachot for Kriat Megillah
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General
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Every man and woman is obligated to hear the
Megillah
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Even children starting from age 6-7, since they are
taught about the reading of the Megillah, should
be encouraged by their parents to hear the
reading.
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Small children that are not able to sit quietly
should not be brought to Megillah reading.
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One is obligated to read the Megillah at night and
to hear it again during the day as a reminder of
the miracle “.n'2"71 DI DNOX ' DPVIX DY ¢
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Whoever cannot read the Megillah at night
cannot compensate by hearing it twice during the
day of Purim.
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The one who reads the Megillah by himself fulfills
the mitzvah, but it is a mitzvah to read it in a
minyan with many people
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One who hears a Ba’al Koreh read the Megillah
and who listens with intent, and the Ba’al Koreh
who reads it with intent, fulfill the mitzvah
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The time for reading the Megillah at night is from
tzayt hakochavim until alot hashachar.

In an emergency situation it is permitted to read
the Megillah from plag HaMincha

TV D212 NRXA XIN D772 n'7'ann DRy AT
JNWN NIy

.NNMN 27910 N7'ann DX XKNP7 "Nm nTn nywa

The time for reading the Megillah during the day
is from netz hachama until shkiya.
In an emergency situation it is permitted to read
the Megillah from Alot HaScachar.
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One is not to eat or drink until after reading of the
Megillah.
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Those who daven on Purim night in late minyanim
and for whom it is hard to fast until after the
reading of the Megillah, can eat fruit and
vegetables, etc., as needed, after tzayt
hakochavim. One can also eat bread and mezonot
but only a n¥1> Y'Y —e.g., a slice of bread.
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The Brachot nnMan
Before reading the Megillah at night and in the wI7¥ 0'D1aNn 7721 D n'ann RN 197
day we say three brachot: NN

"nvnnw" "0ron nwyw" "nan nxnp
Sefardim do not say "in"nnw" in the daytim

,"D'on nwyw" "n7an nxnp "
"n'nnv" nrra nYan X7 0o

"n"nnw

After reading the Megillah, we say the bracha
"nman nxan”
If we are alone, we do not say the brachot
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The Baal Koreh stands when saying the brachot
There is a difference of opinion if the
congregation also stands during the brachot, and
the minhag is that one who is able to stand should
do so.
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The Ba’al Koreh should have the congregation in
mind when he says the brachot and the
congregation should have in mind that the Ba’al
Koreh is saying the brachot for them.

It is appropriate to remind both the Ba’al Koreh
and the congregation to concentrate on the
brachot.

12X L,NIDI2D QNN DR RN (101 XN 7212
AUPD V2 T 7Y NN D1DNN

TCIIRNY (1127 212071 KN 7527 1t XD
.I>112 NN

One must say [nX after every bracha that the Ba’al
Koreh says, but do not say ."Imw Jnal xin M"
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There should be no interruptions between the
brachot and the reading of the Megillah
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For the bracha "nn"nnw" during the day one must
also have in mind the mitzvot of Mishloach
Manot, Matanot L’evyonim, and Seudat Purim.

It is appropriate to remind the Ba’al Koreh and the
congregation of the above.
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After the bracha "nam nx 210" it is a custom to
say the piyyut ,"x0 WwX" and 2py' MY at
night,

and to say "apy' mawiw" During the day
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Although the brachot are important, whoever
does not hear the brachot but does hear the
Megillah has still fulfilled the mitzvah.
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If one has already fulfilled one’s own mitzvah of
reading the Megillah and then goes on to read for
others, it is preferable that one of the people
listening say the brachot.

If the listener is a male, he should say the first
bracha ."n'7'an X2y 7v"

If the listener is a female, she should say the first
bracha as "n'7'an yiw?"

Sefardi women say ."n'7'an X 7y"
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The Reading
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It is permitted to read the megillah standing or
sitting
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The Ba’al Koreh who represents the congregation
should stand out of respect for the congregation
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The minhag is that two individuals stand near the
Ba’al Koreh, one on the left and one on the right
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The minhag is that before the reading of the
Megillah in a congregation, the Megillah is folded
like a letter
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One must read the Megillah from a kosher
Megillah that was written in MIwx And>21 and on
parchment.
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A priori one must be careful that every letter in
the Megillah is complete, but Tay*Ta a scroll is
kosher if most of the letters are in it and it does
not have missing letters at the beginning or the
end, and it is not missing a complete section.
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The Megillah must be read from the scroll.

Tay'T12 if one read most of the Megillah from the
scroll and the rest by heart, it fulfills the mitzvah.
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One who reads the Megillah and skips a word or
sentence must go back to where he skipped and
continue reading from there in the correct order.
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One must read the Megillah with the exact
pronunciation and vocalization.

However if one made a mistake in pronunciation
but did not change the meaning of the word, he
has fulfilled his obligation.
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One must hear every word of the Megillah, and
therefore if one misses a word or even half a
word, he has not fulfilled the mitzvah.

Therefore if one did not hear a word, he must
complete the word from his own Megillah, even if
it is a printed one.
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If one has a kosher Megillah, he can read along
with the Ba’al Koreh quietly.

But if one has a printed Megillah, he cannot read
along by himself, but he should listen carefully to
the Ba’al Koreh and only if he does not hear a
word, he should complete the word from his own
Megillah.

NN w2 DY RNRY 712 "W nan 17 W
.ojpwa

N7X INXYQ K7' K7 ,NOOTIN 07N 17 W'y ' X
DY 07N YNy X7 DX 1L,RI7N vah e
1199w n7annn NNt

If the Ba’al Koreh suspects that the congregation
did not hear a word, such as when there is noise
when reading Haman, he should repeat the word.
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There are four pesukim of Geulah that it is a
custom for the congregation to read out loud,
after which the Ba’al Koreh repeats:
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In X 7109 | 7192, we raise the voice a bit when we
read the words ."Y7nn mw nTT XIND 077"
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In *—1D'7109 N 19 we read the text in one
breath from the words "w'x nixn wnn" until the
word ."mwy"

If it is hard for someone to do this in one breath,
he should do it only for the names of the sons of
Haman.

It is customary that the congregation reads this
and afterwards the Ba’al Koreh repeats it.
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In X' 7109 N 9 it is customary to read the
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pasuk twice, once “,"aNn"%7 and the second time
Sann7”
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Likewise inQ 7109 U 09 it is customary to read
that pasuk twice, first ,"nn"192" and then
"Dnn9Y"
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In 10 7109 LV P91 it is customary to shake the
scroll a bit when we read the words nlaxn"
SNINTD
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It is customary to make noise when mentioning
the name Haman, but we must be careful not to
disturb the hearing of the Megillah.

Likewise we must teach our children that the
essence of the mitzvah is the hearing of the
Megillah.
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