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How Do We Celebrate Purim This Year?

It seems to me that many of us are debating how to celebrate Purim this year. On the one hand,
since the terrible massacre at Simchat Torah, we are in a war in which, unfortunately, there are
dead, wounded, kidnapped and displaced people, and how can we be happy like last year?! On the
other hand, perhaps part of our victory is to continue celebrating Purim as usual.

*

In my humble opinion, the answer is complex. Of course, we must also be happy on Purim this year,
butitis possible that this year we need to refine the nature of the joy more.

Rabbi Yitzhak Hutner expressed a similar complexity well, when he was faced with a dilemma of
how to celebrate the Sukkot holiday during the Yom Kippur War in 1973:

"I was embarrassed today, in the balance between the horror of the situation and the joy of Yom Tov,
and my soul oscillates between the two, and seeks to find each its proper place... Awise man
approached me, and showed me the translation of (27 D™2T) "Y'7nK2 DWW NKRY (1727 NRY"
"D'7wINM XFTYIN AT TAYN? 2NN DWW ,)2AT YA 7Y X0 XNAR? pona 17aT TR - while
Zebulun goes to his wars, Yishsachar will rejoice in his holidays".

*

Before | share with you some thoughts about Purim this year, | will share a brief thought about Purim
in all years. Purim is the holiday that, unfortunately, has a very extreme gap, between how it is really
supposed to be celebrated, and the way it is sometimes actually celebrated.

Sometimes in practice the joy of Purim is only external. But the truth is that the essence of Simchat
Purim starts from the inside, and from the inside it is also celebrated on the outside. Those who
learn about the essence of Purim understand that Purim is the highest and holiest day of the year,
so much so that even on Yom Kippur it is said "Kippur - Kippurim" - that Yom Kippur is similar to
Purim. Therefore, the joy on Purim is supposed to be the joy of holiness and of love between the
people of Israel and God, to the extent that we reach such a level that even when we are beautified,
what comes out of us is absolute devotion to the the Ribono shel Olam.

Therefore, if you celebrate Purim only on its externalities, indeed during a war there is an exception
to this. War is not the right time for that.

But if you celebrate Purim with true joy, which starts from the inside and from that is revealed
outside as well, then certainly even in times of war, you should celebrate the joy of Purim, and
perhaps during the war we are in the midst of, you should increase the joy of Purim even more, as
we will explain later.



Of course, one should always be sensitive to our environment as well, and if we are in the company
of people who may be hurt by the way we celebrate Purim, then this should be taken into account.

*

The truth is that there is no holiday that is more suitable for what we are going through in recent
times, than Purim:

As in Purim, there was an Amalek who wanted to destroy the people of Israel from the world, so
today there is a modern Amalek who wants to destroy us and destroy the State of Israel and the
Jewish people.

As on Purim, there was a king who outwardly did not show that he hated the people of Israel but
really did, so today many of the world leaders do not really care, to say the least, about what
happens to the people of Israel.

Just as on Purim salvation came from the Jews uniting among themselves and from that combining
prayer and war, so nowadays salvation comes and will continue to come from us uniting, and
combining strengthening in prayer, the Torah, mitzvot and midot, together with the fighting of our
heroic and righteous soldiers.

*

Even the mitzvot of Purim can strengthen us a lot, especially this year:

The mitzvot of reading the Megila, in which God's name is not mentioned, strengthens our faith that
even when it seems that God is not managing things, in the end it becomes clear that God is the
one who manages what is happening, and precisely out of the difficulties, He creates great
salvation for us.

The mitzvot of delivering meals strengthens the unity of the people of Israel. It is recommended to
give parcel deliveries even to people who are not necessarily our good friends, in order to spread
love and peace.

The mitzvot of giving matanot 'evyonim awakens in us the sensitivity to those people for whom life
presents great challenges. How important it is to pay attention to them on happy days. Sometimes
these days are the hardest days for those people.

The mitzvot of the Purim meal strengthens in us both the attachment to friends that is so important
to our mental strength, and also the joy and faith that G-d will redeem us with a Geulah Shelayma.

*

We will end with the words of Rabbi Issachar Shlomo Teichtel T"'n, author of " nnnw nnan DX", who
during the terrible Holocaust in 1942 called for the continuation of the Purim celebration despite
the terrible times, stating that instead these times of simcha should help us stand against our
enemies.

DMYS NT'R NIYIA NIY TN NIYYYT NIT'RR NNd2 120IY NIXA NITIVoN 7017 MR nna 4T "7y 1Y
...0DWIAP DT D DININA L7020 1770 NITIVO N9 NYI9] NRNNRN NRY 221 nnN'7an Wyl nyal
727 "MK DT 7Y 0N MM X D OXIELI70201 D T V1,11 DoAY NIMIYO NIWYY? Nyd Dny 72 DWKR)



NNNY 7017 |'KT ..IRTA NIX N2 17 Ty L1770 NiXn NITyo NIDTY XAYTR D L,1770 NIXN NITvo 7017
DN 7N 127 Iy 1990 NINAY X20TREDYAD DNY 910 DRI9R

N7Y "D qIoal NPNIY RAIENNIR 1T, NENIY XD NNIXR XA DTN (92 NN L,[927 78! 17wn) nn'Y?
nI'Y D NNYAY "D NPNY DYYW OWN 17 TV 21 ...07100 NINIRY 78! 1D ,INIK 17901 DTX? Nnwn
D AR NXIX INIX 7'911 11'1272 DONIDNI VITA 7ITan IXAIYT? N'791 'wnd ,0MI192 | NINYY DIXY 2"
n

RNa!

"Why is Am Yisrael compared to a vine? Just like we pick grapes and the vine is silent, we crush
them and they are silent, and in the end their wine becomes a wonderful drink, thus is Am Yisrael to
the nations of the world, and thus Hashem will help us to fulfill the commandments of Chazal to
drink wine on Purim which will lead to our powerful enemies falling to the ground, amen ken y’hi
ratzon".

These words were said, as mentioned, in the midst of the terrible Holocaust. It's easy nhowadays
that we have been blessed by God's grace to be redeemed and for the State of Israel with a defense
army for Israel, surely we should celebrate the holiday of Purim with joy, and precisely this right will
stand us in the war against our enemies.

May we, with God's help, be able to celebrate Purim this year with true joy, inner and outer, out of
faith and confidence in God, and from this we will be blessed with good news, salvation and
comfortin general and in particular and complete redemption soon in our days, Amen!



